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Key Historical Events: 

Colorado River Aqueduct brought in 
imported supplies 1940s 

 

State Water Project imported 
supplies in early 1970s 

 



Droughts 

ü1977 

ü1990-1992 

ü2007-2010 

 

üAGWA Drought Benefits Paper (1999) 





MWD Key Role in Conjunctive Use 

üThe physical solution to all groundwater 
management in southern California was 
based upon the availability to affordable 
imported supplies for groundwater 
replenishment beginning in the 1940s. 

 

üMWD built its imported delivery system 
specifically to help overcome seawater 
intrusion and groundwater overdraft 
problems. 





MWD Distribution System 



History of Groundwater Adjudications 

ü1940s  Raymond Basin  

ü1950s  West Coast Basin 

ü1960s  Central Basin 

ü1970s San Fernando, Main San Gabriel, 

Chino 

ü1980s Fox Canyon GMA 

ü1990s Six Basin and Temecula 



Orange County and Central Basin 

(over 3 MAF) 1960 -1990 

Orange County  

ü Purchased MWD 

replenishment supplies 

from Colorado River 

ü Seawater barriers 

(Alamitos Gap joint 

project with Central Basin 

and LAFCD) 

Central Basin  

ü Purchased MWD 

replenishment supplies 

from Colorado River 

ü Both worked together on 

MWD in lieu deliveries 


