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APPLICATION OF ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT
IN WATER RESOURCES

John C. Tracy ~ Guest Associate Editor
tracy@uidaho.edu

Much has happened to advance the concept of adaptive
management since the initial AWRA Specialty Confer-
ence was convened in Missoula, Montana, in June 2006.
Major water resource management programs around the
country are in the process of incorporating elements of
adaptive management into their protocol. Yet with all of
this attention, adaptive management is still misunder-
stood and lacking many success stories. Articles in this
issue present the status of adaptive management pro-
grams from around the country and provide a glimpse of
how effectively adaptive management is actually being
implemented to help resolve some of our most complex
water resource management problems.

INTRODUCTION

3 Case Studies in Adaptive Management
... Tom St. Clair

FEATURE ARTICLES

4 Evolution of Everglades Resoration Plan’s
Adaptive Management Program
... EImar G. von Kurzbach, Andrew J. LoSchiavo,
and Tom St. Clair

The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Program was
developed by the South Florida Water Management
District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers a decade
ago. How has adaptive management been used to guide
a long term restoration program for the South Florida
Everglades ecosystem?

8 Active Adaptive Management on the Platte
River ... Chad Smith

The Platte River Recovery Implementation Program is less
than three years old, with adaptive management being

the centeriece of this major ecosystem rehabilitation
program. How is adaptive management being implemented,
and what is its prognosis for success?

11 The Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management
Program ... Dennis Kubly

The Glen Canyon Program is the most mature adaptive
management program in the country having been in place
for almost 15 years. How has this effort faired in helping
to restore native fish species and resolve conflicts on the
Colorado River and what does this program say about the
future of adaptive management approaches?

15 A Report From Lake Tahoe: Observation From an
Ideal Platform for Adaptive Management ...
Dennis D. Murphy and Patricia N. Manley

The Lake Tahoe basin in its current state of environmental
distress is seemingly a perfect candidate for the imple-
mentation of adaptive management, which was the
restoration approach called for in the Lake Tahoe Water-
shed Assessment published almost a decade ago. What
steps have been taken to implement an adaptive man-
agement strategy and how have they fared in this complex
environment?
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Markets Going Global ... Clay J. Landry

20 What's Up With Water ... Carthage, Rome,
and Istanbul: Water Rights vs. Human Rights
to Water ... Eric J. Fitch

21 Legal Issues ... East is East and West is West:
Riparian Water Rights and the Prior Appro-
priation Doctrine ... J. Brian Smith and
Michelle Henrie

22 Social Networking ... Use of Social Networking
Across Generations ... Faye Anderson

(Opinions expressed by our columnists are their own and
do not represent the opinion or position of AWRA.)
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IMPACT is a magazine of ideas. Authors, Associate Editors,
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views and conclusions expressed by individual authors and
published in Water Resources IMPACT should not be inter-
preted as necessarily representing the official policies, either
expressed or implied, of the American Water Resources As-
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published in the Water Resources IMPACT does not consti-
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