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The National Hydrography Dataset is now over eight years old. Throughout this time there has been great
growth with completion of 1:24,000-scale coverage, the NHDPIus, the establishment of a working data
stewardship program, and hundreds of applications that have applied the NHD to hydrology, resource
management, pollution control, and fisheries biology. Six perspectives are presented on the current state of the
NHD in terms of successes and challenges, the short-term objectives to make the dataset fully functional for
current technology, and the long-term strategy that will evolve the data to meet the needs of GIS for many years
to come. Each panelist has been highly involved in the NHD program for many years and brings a wealth of
first-hand knowledge to the discussion.



