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With an estimated 33,000 participants, the Fifth World Water Forum, held in Istanbul, Turkey on March 
16-22, 2009, was the largest water-focused conference of all time. Istanbul, a beautiful city with an 
intriguing history based on its strategic water access, was the perfect setting for the Forum. AWRA is a 
member of the World Water Council, which sponsors the Forum, and AWRA staff, board, and regular 
members participated in many Forum activities. Members of this panel attended the Istanbul conference 
and present an overview of the 5th World Water Forum as an event, provide behind-the-scenes 
information on a few of the many topics covered at the Forum (groundwater management, water as a 
human right, transboundary watershed management, climate change effects and adaptations, integrated 
water resource management), and examine the Istanbul Alternative Water Forum, a separate but 
simultaneous conference that tackled topics not fully covered at the main event.   
 


