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ABSTRACT: Demand for water in Zambia, has been on the increase. This has resulted in competition for 
the limited water between all competitors. Under the 1948 Water Act users have to be given a fair 
consideration of their  plight. Water rights are granted for fixed volumetric sum ( e.g. 5000 m3/day), 
with the increase in demand causes a threat of over allocation and conflicts. The Water Board has now 
begun to manage the demand rather than the supply. This has been attempted in the irrigated agricultural 
sector by considering introducing actual crop water requirements, pricing, metering, and community 
participation. It has been very difficult to change the system because of the notion held that there are 
property rights in water. This paper looks at how water is viewed by most investors local and 
foreign and how the legislation operates to regulate the use. 
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